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SUMMARY 
Varney’s Midwifery, Sixth Edition is the gold standard for midwifery practice. 
Completely updated and revised, this text reflects current evidence-based guidelines. 
The Sixth Edition addresses care of women throughout the lifespan, including primary 
care, gynecology, maternity care in a variety of settings, and newborn care. It also 
provides new content on social determinants of health, the changing face of the 
population, and the population that midwives serve. 
 
With chapters written by expert midwives with an emphasis on anatomy, physiology, 
and normal physiologic processes, this text will assist students and midwives in 
providing healthcare services today. Chapter appendices present essential skills that are 
designed to help students, midwives, and international readers learn skills that are core 
components of midwifery practice. These critical skills are evidence-based and include 
insertion of contraceptive devices, hand maneuvers for birth, management of a fetus in 
a breech presentation, and steps for managing postpartum hemorrhage. 
 
Chapters New to the Sixth Edition: 

 Chapter 3: Midwifery: Clients, Context, and Care 
 

 
CHAPTER OUTLINES 
This chapter outline comparison has been created to help you easily transition to the 
Sixth Edition. To map content from the previous edition, simply match the chapter title 
and page numbers in the new edition column. 
 
 

Varney's Midwifery, Fifth Edition Page(s) Varney's Midwifery, Sixth 
Edition 

Page(s) 

Part I: Midwifery 1-2 Part I: Midwifery 1-2 

Chapter 1: The History and Profession 
of Midwifery in the United States 

3-34 Chapter 1: History of Midwifery 
in the United States 

3-34 

Chapter 2: Professional Midwifery 
Today 

35-60 Chapter 2: Professional 
Midwifery Today 

35-68 

Chapter 3: International Midwifery and 
Safe Motherhood 

60-86 Chapter 3: Midwifery: Clients, 
Context, and Care 

69-96 

Part II: Primary Care 87-88 Part II: Midwives as Primary Care 
Providers 

97-98 

Chapter 4: An Introduction to the Care 
of Women 

89-126 Chapter 4: Introduction to the 
Care of Women 

99-134 

Chapter 5: Pharmacotherapeutics 127-152 Chapter 5: Health Promotion 
Across the Lifespan 

135-174 
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Chapter 6: Nutrition 153-186 Chapter 6: Common Conditions in 
Primary Care 

175-226 

Chapter 7: Health Promotion and 
Health Maintenance 

187-218 Chapter 7: Nutrition 227-254 

Chapter 8: Primary Care 219-264 Chapter 8: Mental Health 
Conditions 

255-294 

Chapter 9: Mental Health Conditions 265-302 Chapter 9: Pharmacotherapeutics 295-324 

  Part III: Gynecology 325-326 

Chapter  10: Preconception Care 303-322 Chapter 10: Anatomy and 
Physiology of the Female 
Reproductive System 

327-326 

Part III: Gynecology 323-324   

Chapter 11: Anatomy and Physiology of 
the Female Reproductive System 

325-352 Chapter 11: Menstrual Cycle 
Abnormalities 

327-380 

Chapter 12:  Menstrual Cycle 
Abnormalities 

353-376 Chapter 12: Gynecologic 
Disorders 

381-426 

Chapter 13: Gynecologic Disorders 377-416 Chapter 13: Breast Conditions 427-446 

Chapter 14: Breast Conditions 417-430 Chapter 14: Reproductive Tract 
and Sexually Transmitted 
Infections 

447-502 

Chapter 15: Reproductive Tract and 
Sexually Transmitted Infections 

431-476 Chapter 15: Family Planning 503-528 

Chapter 16: Family Planning 477-500 Chapter 16: Nonhormonal 
Contraception 

529-574 

Chapter 17: Nonhormonal 
Contraception 

501-538 Chapter 17: Hormonal 
Contraception 

575-604 

Chapter 18: Hormonal Contraception 539-562 Chapter 18: Midlife, Menopause, 
and Beyond 

605-630 

  Part IV: Antepartum 631-632 

Chapter 19: Midlife, Menopause, and 
Beyond 

563-596 Chapter 19: Anatomy and 
Physiology of Pregnancy 

633-662 

Part IV: Antepartum 597-598   

Chapter 20: Anatomy and Physiology of 
Pregnancy: Placental, Fetal And 
Maternal Adaptations 

599-628 Chapter 20: Genetics 663-694 

Chapter 21: Genetics 629-656 Chapter 21: Prenatal Care 695-754 

Chapter 22: Prenatal Care 657-722 Chapter 22: Pregnancy-Related 
Conditions 

755-818 

Chapter 23: Obstetric Complications in 
Pregnancy 

723-772 Chapter 23: Medical 
Complications in Pregnancy 

819-858 

  Part V: Intrapartum 859-860 

Chapter 24: Medical Complications in 
Pregnancy 

773-792 Chapter 24: Anatomy and 
Physiology During Labor and 

861-880 
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Birth 

Part V: Intrapartum 793-794   

Chapter 25: Anatomy and Physiology 
during Labor and Birth 

795-812 Chapter 25: First Stage of Labor 881-912 

Chapter 26: The First Stage of Labor 813-842 Chapter 26: Fetal Assessment 
During Labor 

913-950 

Chapter 27: Fetal Assessment During 
Labor 

843-882 Chapter 27: Support for Women 
During Labor 

951-984 

Chapter 28: Support for Women in 
Labor 

883-914 Chapter 28: Second Stage of 
Labor and Birth 

985-1050 

Chapter 29: The Second Stage of Labor 
and Birth 

915-970 Chapter 29: Complications During 
Labor and Birth 

1051-1106 

Chapter 30: Complications during Labor 
and Birth 

971-1030 Chapter 30: Third Stage of Labor 1107-1142 

Chapter 31: Third and Fourth Stages of 
Labor 

1031-1070 Chapter 31: Birth in the Home 
and Birth Center 

1143-1166 

  Part VI: Postpartum 1167-1168 

Chapter 32: Birth in the Home and Birth 
Center 

1071-1098 Chapter 32: Anatomy and 
Physiology of Postpartum 

1169-1182 

Part VI: Postpartum 1099-1100   

Chapter 33: Anatomy and Physiology of 
Postpartum 

1101-1110 Chapter 33: Postpartum Care 
 

1183-1216 

Chapter 34: Postpartum Care 1111-1142 Chapter 34: Postpartum 
Complications 

1217-1232 

Chapter 35: Postpartum Complications 1143-1156 Chapter 35: Breastfeeding and 
the Mother–Newborn Dyad 

1233-1268 

  Part VII: Newborn 1269-1270 

Chapter 36: Breast Feeding and the 
Mother–Newborn Dyad 

1157-1182 Chapter 36: Anatomy and 
Physiology of the Newborn 

1271-1284 

Part VII: Newborn 1183-1184   

Chapter 37: Anatomy and Physiology of 
the Newborn 

1185-1196 Chapter 37: Examination of the 
Newborn 

1285-1312 

Chapter 38: Care of the Newborn at 
Birth 

1197-1232 Chapter 38: Neonatal Care 1313-1338 

Chapter 39: Neonatal Care 1233-1260   
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