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Preface

The previous editions of Nursing Ethics and Professional Responsibility in Advanced
Practice continue to be very well received both in the United States and internation-
ally. In the United States, the first edition received the Association of Jesuit Colleges
and Universities and Alpha Sigma Nu honor society national book award in the
category of Health Sciences. This fourth edition is co-edited by Pamela Grace and
Melissa Uveges. It has been substantially revised to reflect the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic, knowledge developments, emerging issues, and contempo-
rary societal needs as informed by extant literature, colleagues, book reviewers, cli-
nicians, and graduate students. The focused on incorporating international as well
as national perspectives and initiatives in line with the evolution and expansion of
advanced practice nursing roles internationally, and the proliferation of doctor of
nursing practice (DNP) leadership focused programs in the United States.

We, and our guest authors, aimed to provide a consistent thread that relates
advanced practice both to nursing practice and to the need for the provision of good
health care via effective policies. This text is unique in its application to professional
issues associated with advanced practice roles. Although this book is specifically
directed to the education of advance practice nurses (APNs), much of the content is
applicable to allied healthcare professionals who practice in expanded roles or who
are in healthcare leadership positions. As in any work concerned with practice, sup-
plementary reading materials may be needed to gain in-depth or up-to-the-minute
knowledge of a specific problem. Additional readings are suggested throughout as
appropriate. The content is accessible to anyone who is charged with the ethics ed-
ucation of APN students, including non-nurse philosophers or ethicists. A founda-
tional assumption of the book is that APNs have augmented ethical responsibilities
to patients, communities, and society that derive from the nature and purposes of
APN and nursing leadership roles.

This assumption grounded the initial purpose for developing this text: to fill
a critical knowledge and skill gap. As noted in prior editions, the organization
and content of this text were designed to provide a strong course tool for the
mandatory APN ethics course at our university, Boston College. It became obvi-
ous to the founding editor (PG) that such a book was needed and that she had
both the advanced practice nursing experience and philosophical background
needed for its design. With the addition of a second editor who has experience
in clinical ethics, genetics, and pediatrics we believe the book has been further
strengthened.

This fourth edition continues to be the only comprehensive resource that
locates APNs’” understanding of their responsibilities within the goals and per-
spectives of their profession while providing them with a strong background in
ethical decision making, methods of problem analysis, and strategies for problem
resolution. The augmented responsibilities of the APN role demand a resource

viii
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that is specifically dedicated to exploring the types and complexities of issues
faced by this set of nurses.

Another foundational assumption of this book is that the development of con-
fidence in moral decision making is possible and that this is facilitated by prac-
tice in moral reasoning. However, reasoning alone is not sufficient for consistent
moral action. The Clinical Ethics Residency for Nurses project (Grace et al., 2014
Jurchak et al., 2017; Lee et al., 2020; Robinson et al., 2014) reaffirmed this. Mo-
tivation, good communication, mentored practice, and supportive environments
are all needed. Many nurses already possess clinical knowledge and expertise, but
they also need the tools to identify and articulate to others the requirements for
good care in their practice settings, and they need the motivation to provide good
care in the face of obstacles. Facilitators of confidence in moral decision making
include exposure to contemporary ethics literature, seriously listening to the views
of others with whom one would normally disagree in an attempt to understand
why the person thinks the way they do, practice in exploring difficult cases and
articulating salient aspects to others, and understanding the sources of one’s own
biases and prejudices. Exercises for practicing these skills are offered at the end of
most chapters.

The methods we use for teaching the “Professional Responsibility and Ethical
Issues in Advanced Practice Nursing” course are eclectic and depend to some extent
on the size and makeup of the class. However, it is usually quite interactive, so
we do set ground rules—and they have proved to be invaluable for getting input
from all class members, whether in the large-group discussion or in smaller-group
discussions. That these ground rules facilitate participation by even the most timid
is evidenced in both class interactions and course evaluations. Ground rules for
discussion are that persons should consider their points carefully, articulate them
succinctly (this skill can take time to learn), be nonjudgmental in any challenge to
the point of view of others, consider all sides of an issue carefully, and be willing
to try to understand another person’s perspective even when disagreement exists.
In the small-group case, discussion members take turns leading the group and
reporting the group process.

This text is divided into three sections. The first section lays a foundation for
understanding ethical APN practice. The chapters in this section build upon one
another. Chapter 1 traces the development of professional ethics back to its origins
in moral philosophy; that is, in the development of theories about what it is good
for human beings to be or do. Chapter 2 explores the idea that nursing ethics is
both an area of study about what are good nursing actions, and why, and is also an
appraisal of nursing actions.

The second section investigates common issues in advanced practice that
occur regardless of setting, or which occur in many settings, and provides re-
sources and strategies for dealing with these. Chapter 3 explores the character-
istics needed for good advanced practice as these relate to patients, nurses, and
leaders. It includes concerns about privacy and confidentiality and the importance
of truth-telling. Two extensive sections discuss ethical problems associated with
social media and electronic health records. Chapter 4 explores the tensions for
APNs between attending to the needs of individuals and the needs of the larger
society. It discusses human rights and the idea of professional advocacy for eth-
ical healthcare environments. Chapter 5 explores the leadership obligations of
APNs and DNPs. Chapter 6 discusses advanced practice roles related to the ethical
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¢ Preface

treatment of persons who are human subjects of research or who are considering
whether they should enroll in a research study.

The third and final section consists of seven chapters, each of which is ded-
icated to a separate area of specialty practice. The chapter authors each hold ad-
vanced practice qualifications in the specialty area and/or have knowledge of the
ethical issues peculiar to the content area. The specialty areas are neonatal, pedi-
atrics, women’s health, adult health and gerontology, psychiatric, nurse anesthesia,
and palliative care and end-of-life issues.
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