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Preface

$e First Edition of Public Health Administration: Principles for Population-Based Manage-

ment was published in 2001 by Aspen Publishers and reprinted by Jones and Bartlett Publishers 

in 2005. $e leaders in the book’s conceptualization and inaugural edition were Lloyd F. Novick 

and publisher Michael Brown. $e First Edition of the book was coedited by Lloyd F. Novick and 

Glen P. Mays and included 30 chapters contributed by a wide range of public health scholars 

and practitioners. $e Second Edition was published in 2008 with the addition of Cynthia B. 

Morrow as coeditor. $e text has since become a cornerstone of public health education across 

the United States, becoming the most widely adopted book on the subject of public health 

administration.

At the 2010 American Public Health Association (APHA) meeting in Denver, Colorado, 

Michael Brown approached me about editing another edition of this text. $e founding editor, 

Lloyd Novick, had planned to retire from the project and someone else was needed. Having 

previously worked with Jones & Bartlett Learning on three other books, I was comfortable  

accepting the challenge. $e one condition was that I could select a coeditor, as was the tradi-

tion for this text. $e "rst person to come to mind was a 20-year-long colleague and friend, 

Leiyu Shi, at Johns Hopkins University. He too has a multibook record of publishing with Jones 

& Bartlett Learning. Mike Brown readily agreed and so did Leiyu. $e two-person editing 

team we formed was well suited for the task ahead. Not only did we have a history of working 

together, we also brought somewhat di+erent skill sets and colleague networks to the project. 

Leiyu’s background has primarily been in health services research, healthcare delivery systems, 

and population health, while mine has focused on health policy, health organizations, and com-

parative health systems. Each of us had already published more than 10 books each, so we were 

quite seasoned for the task of revising this text.

 xxiii
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Now, over a decade since the publication of the original book, the "ird Edition of Public 

Health Administration: Principles of Population-Based Management has been published. 

We have maintained some continuity with previous editions, with many past chapter contribu-

tors still involved and two of the past editors, Drs. Morrow and Mays, also contributing. How-

ever, new elements and topics have been added. We have streamlined the book somewhat with 

generally shorter chapters and have added chapter objectives and discussion questions. $ese 

elemental changes were made to enhance the classroom experience for students. As for substan-

tive changes, we have added chapters on public health policy, social determinants of health, 

public health systems research, social marketing, social entrepreneurship for public health, and 

global health. Leiyu and I feel these re*ect the ever-expanding scope and scale of public health 

practice and scholarship.

$is is an exciting time for you to be studying public health. $e world is full of challenges 

and opportunities, many of which are emergent and will continue to unfold in unexpected ways. 

$e growth of knowledge in the medical and social sciences is more vibrant than ever. Likewise, 

our understanding of public health organizations, management, and leadership is more sophis-

ticated and better informed than in the past. Our embrace of evidence-based decision making 

and data-informed policy and practice is moving to become the new normal. $e public health 

community’s realization of the centrality of systems thinking and global perspectives continues 

to lead us to more comprehensive solutions and a deeper understanding of public health. It is 

my wish, and that of the entire team of editors and authors, that you "nd great utility, value, 

and perhaps inspiration in this text.

James A. Johnson

xxiv Preface
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